The author has produced this monograph in an attempt to provide a classification of juvenile vandalism and also a classification of types of vandals. It is the reviewer's opinion that this approach tends to somewhat confuse the issue as frequently it appears that the author is failing to recognize that acts of aggressive destruction of property are, in reality, only a symptom of both social and personality maladjustments.
In the chapter entitled "Types of Vandals" case records are described and in each of these records there appears to be only a limited appreciation of the psychodynamics that must be involved. It might be that the reviewer's observations are based primarily on the difference between a psychiatrically oriented research design and that of a sociological study. It would be my impression that the "differences" discussed as existing between a cross section of juvenile delinquents and the experimental group studied do not succeed in setting apart "vandals" as a diagnostic category. In the majority of the case histories it appears rather obvious that acts of vandalism are only a small part of the behaviour of the maladjusted youth being described.
In my opinion the most valuable aspect of this book is the author's final chapter labelled "The Prevention of Vandalism". His conclusion "basically either the problem of delinquency prevention is a problem of social organization, or reorganization, and other approaches have merit only to the degree that they contribute to such roorganization", seems to rather summarily dismiss the individual approach to the human problem of delinquency.
It is obvious that an understanding of social and cultural factors is needed. It is also equally obvious that a need to understand the individual rather than simply classifying his symptoms is equally important.
To the social scientist experienced in examining and interpreting the problem of juvenile delinquency, this book would be only mildly interesting and academically, not very enlightening.
J. D. ATCHESON, M.D., Toronto
The Paediatrician's Role in Preventing
Delinquency. American Academy of Paediatrics Inc. 1960. 276 pp. $6.50. The Committee on Juvenile Delinquency of the American Academy of Paediatrics has published this informative brochure aimed at stimulating paediatricians to take stock of their own interests, potentials and limitations, and to develop their understanding of the semantics of other disciplines. They are instructed how to learn to become patient listeners to parents' complaints and to emphasize parent responsibility in rearing children and themselves take active parts in community programmes as citizens with special knowledge, recognising their ability to contribute both by advising policy and by individual work, meanwhile insisting on broad formulation of problems, recognising cultural, socioeconomic and psychological facts supplied by members of other disciplines pertinent to improving general and health services. They are urged to participate in and initiate meetings similar to the conference which resulted in the production of this brochure (which is summarised in Paediatrics. 24:222. 1959.) This publication would form an excellent basis for discussion between paediatricians, child psychiatrists and members of the auxiliary professions.
W. CLIFFORD M. SCOTT, M.D.
